
 

 

 

 

 

                    

     4.1.2021 
Important Covid-19 Update – Immediate School Closure & Remote Learning Arrangements 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
As you are no doubt aware, the government has this evening announced that all schools will close from tomorrow in order 
to mitigate the risk from the rapid transmission of the new variant of Covid. 
 
As a result, Orchard Primary will no longer re-open on Tuesday 5th January as planned. We will be closed until further 
notice for all pupils except vulnerable children and those of critical workers, who can attend school from Wednesday 6th 
January 2021.  
 
Whilst we are greatly saddened by this announcement, the science now tells us that although children largely do not 
become ill with Covid, they do spread it to others…to their parents, their families and into their communities. In short, as 
the virus has now changed, so must our response to it. 
 
Like every other primary school affected by this stark news, we now have a considerable amount of work to do tonight in 
order to implement plans for immediate school closure and to switch to remote learning given the very short notice (well, 
no notice at all actually).  
 
Remote Learning  
 

 Due to the timing of the Prime Minister’s announcement re: school closure, on Tuesday 5th January, we are asking that 
pupils complete activities from their new Homework Menu, Time Table Rockstars, read or undertake research for their 
new topic. This ‘window’ will enable staff to use the Tuesday in school to upload activities for home learning and to 
prepare paper work packs for those children who need them.  

 From Wednesday 6th January, lessons will move online for pupils in all year groups. All activities for your child will be 
published on the relevant platform, as per the guidance outlined in Sunday’s email. (See also the Remote Learning 
section on the website for our Remote Learning Policy). It is an expectation that pupils complete as much of the work 
set as they can. Individual teachers will contact parents in order to provide further details specific to each class. 

 By Wednesday, the work set will generally be a mirror of what would have been taught in class. Pupils should work 
through their timetable in line with the usual school day. They will find learning set via Tapestry, Dojo Portfolio or 
Google Classrooms, which will be supported by input via pre-recorded videos, White Rose Maths tutorials or live 
teaching sessions/class meetings.  

 Please message your child's class teacher via Dojo with questions or if support is needed. 
 

Critical Worker/Vulnerable provision in school – to begin Wednesday 6th January 2021 

The school will remain open for children of critical workers and vulnerable pupils. Due to the lack of notice re: the national 
lockdown, we are not quite in a position to be able to offer places to eligible pupils in this reduced provision group in 
readiness for tomorrow morning. However, we will finalise staffing and arrangements first thing tomorrow so that pupils 
can start back to school on Wednesday 6th January. 
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If you have not already contacted us to request a place, as per the guidance outlined in Sunday’s email, then please can 
you now do so no later than 10.30am Tuesday 5th January. 
 
An email will be sent out to all relevant parents tomorrow afternoon to confirm your child’s place and to provide further 
information about the school day. 
 

Free School Meal Provision for children not attending school 

If your child usually receives free school meals, but will not be in school, then they can be provided with a cold pack-up 
made by the school’s kitchen staff. Please contact the school office by 10.30am Tuesday 5th January if you would like to 
collect a pack-up from school at 11.45am each day. 
 
Food Bank 

The Food Bank will remain available for families to use. Please contact the school office if you would like to collect any 
items. 
 

Thank you … 

I would like to thank you for your support and understanding during these difficult times; it is certainly not our wish to 
inconvenience parents or disrupt pupils’ learning. As a school, we have done everything in our power to ensure the safety 
of pupils and staff but sometimes, difficult decisions have to be made for the greater good.  

 

We will continue to work incredibly hard through the pandemic to ensure that our remote learning provision means that 
pupils can continue with their education, either in school or online. 

 

Warmest regards 

 

Fiona Shields - Headteacher 


