
 

 

 

 

 

                2.11.20 

Re: Latest Lockdown Restrictions 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Keeping schools open has been a priority in the new national lockdown announced in England. In order to ensure that 

this action will not impact adversely on children, their families and school staff, or undermine the desired effect of the 

latest national lockdown measures in bringing down rates of Coronavirus transmission, it is crucial that as a school 

community, we remain vigilant. 

General Reminders to parents/carers 
 

 Please wear a mask whilst on site (the numbers of positive cases amongst our parent community has increased 
over half term). 

 Only one adult should accompany a child to school please in order to keep the number of parents/carers on the 
school site to a minimum.  

 Where possible, please drop off/pick up KS2 children from the main gates. 

 Whilst it would be very much appreciated if pupils were on time, please don’t arrive on site too early. Gates 
will be opened 5 minutes before the first collection at 2.50pm. Group 1 and 2 parents are politely asked to wait at 
the main gate until just before 3.00pm (Group 1) or 3.10pm (Group 2) to ensure that waiting zones don’t become 
overly congested. 

 Parents collecting from the KS1 playground are reminded to socially distance in an allocated zone on the 
playground or the top section of the grassed area – please don’t block the pathway. 

 If you have collected your child from Group 1 at 3pm but are waiting for a sibling in Group 2 until 3.10pm, you are 
welcome to stay on site but please could you move into the vacated EYFS waiting zone on the grassed area.  

 Children who have already been dismissed should stand with parents/carers please – we’d ask that they don’t 
run through the zones, climb trees or go off to play. 

 Once all children in a family group have been collected, parents/carers are politely asked to vacate the site as 
soon as possible to support social distancing – please don’t congregate for a chat as we need to clear the 
waiting zones. 

 We are continuing to use the one-way system to ensure that any circulation routes have a limited number of 
people using them at any time. Please do not enter via the KS1 gate. 

 We are enforcing our policy of sending any member of the school with a high temperature home immediately. 

 We are strictly enforcing the 48hr period rule for after symptoms have stopped for all sickness, diarrhoea etc. We 
are requesting that any member of the school with minor ailments unrelated to COVID-19 e.g. a mild cold, 
does not attend school if they are unwell. 

 All members of the school community must inform the Headteacher if they suspect that they or a family member 
have Coronavirus or are showing strong symptoms. 

 Please send any none-urgent messages to the class teacher via Dojo, or through the school office. Following the 
news briefing on Saturday, staff are now being encouraged to limit contact with parents at drop off/collection 
times to reduce the further risk of transmission. Mrs Shields and Mrs Daft are still happy to pass on urgent 
messages. 
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New Arrangements in response to the current national context 
 

 Wraparound Care will end on Friday evening until further notice. We are exceptionally sorry for any 
inconvenience this will cause, but unfortunately, if any of the five staff leading breakfast/after-school club test 
positive for coronavirus, the impact on the whole school is huge. As cases soar nationally, our priority has to be to 
safeguard staff so that class bubbles can remain in school. 

 To limit the risk of transmission across classes, Miss Webster, the school’s SENDCO, will not be undertaking any 
direct observations of pupils. She will of course work closely with class teachers to provide advice and support 
about provision so that there is no detriment to a child’s learning.  

 To ensure that class bubbles remain open, we will now have to be extra extra attentive with staffing 
arrangements. There will need to be limits to which adults in school can cover a class in the teacher’s absence, for 
example, if the teacher is in isolation whilst awaiting test results. Support Staff may therefore be used as a 
temporary solution. Rest assured that every decision made will be in the best interests of keeping children in 
school. 

 

Whilst I have no influence as to what happens out of school, I would urge parents/carers to respect the latest national 

lockdown instructions so that we can continue to keep pupils, staff and other members of our community safe.  

I’d also ask, that when lockdown restrictions are (hopefully) lifted in 4 weeks, that parents consider carefully the 

impact of children ‘playing out’ with pupils not in their class, or visiting each other’s houses for play dates, parties or 

sleep overs. We have been working tirelessly in school to keep class bubbles separate, and to ensure that pupils 

follow strict hygiene procedures. If pupils are regularly mixing outside of school, then this reduces the effectiveness of 

the measures put in place to prevent school having to close.   

Could I also remind parents of the ‘unwritten rule’ regarding vehicles using Grange Drive. It is much safer for pupils 

and parents if the road is effectively a one-way route, with the entrance from The Green being the one nearest to 

the main school gates. Drivers should then follow the road round into Tipnall Road to exit back onto The Green.  

Having reviewed our COVID-19 Risk Assessment, I believe that as a school community, we have been doing everything 

we can to reduce the risk of transmission. Please do not underestimate the challenge ahead for school leaders 

however! We will all need to approach the next few weeks with caution, flexibility and an acceptance that we may at 

some point, have to send class bubbles home and convert to remote learning.  

Once again, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for your support and understanding. It has been an incredible 

community effort in response to the continuing challenges faced by everyone since we reopened school in August.  

Thanks also to the significant number of parents who have sent us thank you emails – we’ll continue to go above and 

beyond to ensure that school operates in a meaningful and safe way so that your children can have a happy and 

fulfilling year despite the limitations.  

 
With very best wishes 

 

Fiona Shields  

Headteacher 



 

 


