
 

 

 

 

 

                15.9.2020 

Dear parents/carers, 

We wanted to share some good news. 

There has been much in the media about the negative impact that school closure will have had on children: setbacks to 
their academic achievement, their mental health, their physical wellbeing etc. 

Well, at Orchard, we couldn’t be more proud of your children and have nothing but praise for how quickly pupils have 
‘bounced back’ on their return to school. We are especially impressed with our new starters in EYFS! 

Children across the whole school are showing amazing resilience, a positive attitude and super work ethic. Pupils have 
settled into school routines exceptionally well and are showing strong capabilities in terms of their happiness, re-kindling 
friendships, and their levels of independence. 

Moreover, where there are a few ‘gaps’ academically, staff have been pleasantly surprised by how quickly lost learning is 
being regained. In many cases, teachers have already been able to move onto the current years’ learning objectives since 
understanding has been retained well, and parents have worked hard with their children to ensure that Maths and English 
skills have continued to develop. 

You’ve obviously done a super job at home! 

It’s still early days, but the signs of recovery are extremely positive.  

Staff have worked incredibly hard over the last few weeks to make sure that teaching and learning is the very best it can be, 
and are so happy to back to a nearly normal timetable. I’ve also seen some super learning taking place and lessons certainly 
haven’t lost their sparkle. 

It’s been a fantastic few weeks. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of everyone at Orchard to thank you for your support. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Fiona Shields 

Headteacher 

Orchard Community Primary School 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Fiona Shields 
fshields@orchard.leics.sch.uk 

Deputy Headteacher: Mr John Patching 
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