
 

 

 

 

 

                    9.2.2021 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
I hope that you and your family continue to remain safe, healthy, and well. 
 
We are very fortunate to have an incredible parent community and therefore, as we near the half-term break, I would 
like to thank all of you for your tremendous support and partnership. Your commitment to delivering the remote 
education set by the school is making a significant difference. 
 
I recognise that things are hard right now, for all of us. We are living and working in ways that are new to us and, at 
the moment, there is no definitive end point to when things will start to return to ‘normal’.  
 
However, when schools begin to re-open again, hopefully from 8th March onwards, we’ll make sure that your hard 
work and sacrifice is rewarded by focusing on what we do best.  

• Caring for your children 

• Nurturing a love of learning through delivering a broad and balanced curriculum 

• Building their self-esteem  

• Developing their emotional resilience 

• Teaching skills that can be applied throughout their lives  
 
… just what you’ve all been doing for the last 6 weeks. You’ll have done a great job.  
 
Children need to be children though and despite the unreasonable scaremongering in the media about the ‘lost 
generation’, now is not the time for you to worry about content children have missed or opportunities that have been 
put on hold. 
 
After the first lockdown, when remote education provision was nowhere near as good, and schools were closed for a 
much longer period, pupils returned to Orchard in September happy, settled and excited to learn. They were nurtured 
and supported. They had fun. They were safe. Whilst children had fallen a little behind where we would have 
expected them to be chronologically, we developed plans and targeted our teaching through high quality classroom 
instruction. By the end of the Autumn Term, the children, on the whole, had made truly excellent progress. We can do 
the same again.  
 
What children have actually ‘lost’ the most is laughing with friends, holidays and fun days out with the family, cuddles 
with their grandparents, participating in sports and hobbies, eating out, sleepovers … they’ll get these back, and when 
they do, they will be so much the more treasured. 
 
So, for the next week, I hope that both you and your children will be able to have a little more time ‘to be’. The school 
of mum and dad is officially offline. Pyjama days are in!   
  

Kind regards 
 
 

Fiona Shields - Headteacher 

Orchard Community Primary School 
 

Headteacher: Mrs. Fiona Shields 
fshields@orchard.leics.sch.uk 

Deputy Headteacher: Mr. John Patching 
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