
 

 

 

 

 

                3.1.2021 

Important Covid-19 Update 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
Happy New Year. I very much hope that you managed to have a good Christmas and enjoy some quality family time. 
 
It would be fair to say that the last few days have been chaos for primary school leaders. At present, we still intend to 
open to all pupils on Tuesday 5th January 2021. However, as you will know from a range of media platforms, there is a 
huge amount of unrest between teaching unions and the DFE and therefore this decision may well change at the last 
minute. Apologies in advance if this becomes the case but the lack of timely guidance and clarity from the DFE means that 
we are not always able to plan as we would wish. 
 
Class 9  
 
Unfortunately, as of today, Mrs Cotterill is waiting for a Covid test result.  Mrs Fairbrother has very kindly agreed to cover 
the class on Tuesday so that we can get Year 6 pupils back in school. Huge thanks to her for this. Fingers crossed for a 
negative result. Parents of children in Class 9 will be notified if Mrs Cotterill’s absence will  be longer term. 
 
Safety Measures  
 
Despite the rather concerning national picture, we are very much looking forward to seeing the children again when we re -
open.  
 
However, given developments over the last two weeks, decisive action is required for all educational settings in order to 
safeguard the health and well-being of pupils and staff, and by default, their immediate family.  
 
Whilst the school environment in January will not be risk free, we will do our upmost to keep everyone safe by continuing 
to implement the tighter level of additional restrictions used in the last week of term so that we remain exceptionally 
‘Covid conscious’. 
 
As a reminder, these will include the following measures: 
 

 Pupils who show even the mildest of symptoms relating to a chest infection, cold, headache or tummy bug (for example) 
must not attend school please. We will continue to request that children who become unwell during the school day are 
collected and taken home. Whilst we appreciate that for working parents this is an inconvenience, we have to keep the 
transmission of any form of virus to a minimum to avoid anxiety.  

 Whilst we will review classroom organisation on a regular basis, for the first two weeks, we will be implementing 
activities that will reduce the need for direct contact. Staff are being asked to circulate amongst children in close 
proximity for only a brief time. Any close contact work will need to be kept to 10 minutes maximum, for example adults 
hearing children reading. 1:1 support will still be provided for pupils with SEND but again, staff will need to be mindful of 
social distancing. 

 There will be no flexible group work for pupils - pupils will work within a set desk area so that they are in close contact 
with the same pupils within a 2m distance. 
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 Staff will ‘distance teach’. Teachers will be seated in a 2 metre social distancing zone which children are asked not to 
come into. This will give staff a 2m ‘safe space’. 

 We will be incorporating more outdoor learning where possible.  

 Doors and windows will be open for ventilation during break, lunchtimes and for up to 30 minute ‘bursts’ . Pupils may 
wear an extra school jumper or cardigan (no hoodies/sports tops please – uniform only) or can put their coat on if they 
feel cold – ventilation will help to reduce and disperse any virus particles in the air. 

 Staff will wear a visor or mask throughout the day. 
 Pupils are invited to bring in their own hand-sanitiser if they wish. 
 
As previously explained, many of these procedures are totally impractical in a classroom context on a day to day basis. 
However, we see it as a necessary precaution, and the only option we have to ensure that we don’t have to close the 
school due to staff shortages.  
 
To assist us further, I would appeal to parents to please abide by Tier 4 rules, especially in ensuring that children/families 
are not visiting other households unless they are part of a support bubble. We cannot stress the importance of this as 
otherwise the measures we put in school become as hopeless as eating soup with a fork!   
 
We would also request that pupils from different class bubbles who walk to/from school together without adult 
supervision, acknowledge social distancing when doing so. 
 
We will be continuing to reinforce basic hygiene measures, such as regular hand-washing, wiping down work spaces after 
each session and ensuring that pupils remain in class bubbles during break and lunch times.   
 
 
Breakfast and After-School Childcare 
 
Breakfast and After-School childcare will run as planned, with additional measures in place to reduce all close contact.  
 
 
General reminders to parents/carers 
 

 Please continue to wear a mask whilst on site unless exempt. 
 Only one adult should accompany a child to school please in order to keep the number of parents/carers on the school 

site to a minimum.  

 Where possible, please drop off/pick up KS2 children from the main gates.  

 Whilst it would be very much appreciated if pupils were on time, please don’t arrive on site too early. Gates will be 
opened 5 minutes before the first collection at 2.50pm. Group 1 and 2 parents are politely asked to wait at the main 
gate until just before 3.00pm (Group 1) or 3.10pm (Group 2) to ensure that waiting zones don’t become overly 
congested. 

 Parents collecting from the KS1 playground are reminded to socially distance in the top section of the playground or 
adjacent grassed area – please don’t block the main pathway. 

 Children who have already been dismissed should stand with parents/carers please. 
 Once all children in a family group have been collected, parents/carers are politely asked to vacate the site as soon as 

possible to support social distancing.   

 We are continuing to use the one-way system to ensure that any circulation routes have a limited number of people 
using them at any time. Please do not enter via the KS1 gate. 

 All members of the school community must inform the Headteacher if they suspect that they or a family member  have 
tested positive for Coronavirus or are showing strong symptoms and therefore awaiting test results. If a parent is 
waiting for a test result, then children should not be sent into school until a negative test result has been confirmed.  

 Please send any none-urgent messages to the class teacher via Dojo, or through the school office. Mrs Shields and Mrs 
Daft are still happy to pass on urgent messages at drop off/collection time. 

 We continue to be grateful for your vigilance in following Government guidance regarding isolation periods – currently 
10 days. 



 

 In the case of siblings being sent home from a class bubble, please contact school if you need help with school drop off 
and/or collection arrangements. Children sent home obviously have to isolate, which means unfortunately they can’t 
come onto site.   

 
Remote Learning 
 
We anticipate that the number of pupils who will need to self -isolate will increase in January and therefore it is important 
that your child is able to access work if they are off school but well enough to work.  
  
All details can be found in our Remote Learning Policy/Information Booklet, which is on the website. However, in short: 
 

 Classes 7, 8 & 9 use Google Classroom; Classes 1,2,3,4,5 & 6 - Dojo Portfolios; EYFS - Tapestry. 
 Home learning will be provided which should last for the duration of a normal school day. It is an expectation that 

children who are well enough, complete as many of the learning tasks as they can so that they do not miss out on 
important learning. 

 Within the first 48 hours whilst individual children are awaiting test results for either themselves or other family 
members in their household, pupils will be instructed to undertake general Maths or Literacy tasks, complete activities 
from their Homework Menu, Time Table Rockstars or research for their topic that requires less input from the class 
teacher. This ‘window’ will enable staff, who still have whole class teaching responsibilities, to then collate classroom 
linked activities that mirror those done in class without additional workload pressures.  

 After the first 48 hours, the work set will generally be a mirror of what is be ing taught in class. This means that 
children working from home will have the opportunity to complete many of the same tasks that their friends are 
working on back in school.  

 Activities for children isolating for 10 days will generally be provided as a we ekly block in the form of a ‘Home Learning 
Menu’ so that information can be uploaded to Tapestry/Dojo/Google Classroom in one go. Once these activities have 
been completed, they can be returned via Dojo Portfolio/Google Classroom.  
Rather than being tied to ‘rigid’ daily lessons, busy parents will therefore have more flexibility in supporting home 
learning as the menu can be dipped into over the course of several days.  

 Homework books should be used for home learning. For children who fill these books, please speak to the office for a 
replacement. 

 If teachers are isolating with their bubble and are too ill to work, other members of their phase/key stage team will 
upload work on their behalf. Parents will be informed if this is happening as the class teacher may be unable to 
interact with parents via messages, or respond to parental enquiries.  

 We ask that the children send their work back to school by a set deadline each week so that the teacher can check the 
learning and provide feedback as necessary.  

 We will be in regular contact with you so please make sure that your email address and phone number are up -to-date 
and you look out for communications from school. 

 You are able to request paper copies of the learning if you have no access to the internet.  

 Class Bubbles - In the instance that a year group bubble closes at any point again this half term, provision will continue 
through the Remote Learning section of Tapestry, Dojo or Google Classroom. As the whole class will be ‘working from 
home’, the class teacher, if they are well enough, will be able to undertake live sessions, respond to pupils’ work 
during the course of the day, and upload additional material or videos where necessary.  

 
Planning ahead … Provision for Vulnerable and Critical (Key) Worker Children 
 
If positive cases continue to increase at the current rate, it is very likely that all primary schools in Tiers 3 and 4 will need to 
close to the majority of pupils sooner rather than later. In view of this, we would like to prepare well in advance by  
gathering information from parents/carers with regard to the provision for children of critical w orkers. 
 
In the event of school closure, we will be providing limited provision for children of critical workers, those with an EHCP or 
who are deemed ‘vulnerable’. I must stress that all pupils who attend school, bar EYFS and Years 1 and 2 will be working 
online as all teachers will be involved in preparing remote lessons. Therefore, the provision will be staffed with non-
teaching staff. 



 

 
We will need to prioritise critical worker provision in the following categories: 
  

 Vulnerable students (pupils with an EHCP or those families supported by a Social Worker)  
 Pupils in Year 2 and Year 6 where both carers are critical workers  

 Pupils in all other year groups where both carers are critical workers  
 
In the case of large numbers of requests, priority will be given to key workers in critical care, the NHS and other emergency 
services and those working in educational and child-care settings.  
 
Please email the school office by Friday 8th January 9.30am to provide us with details should you require critical worker 
provision for your child/children in the event of school closure.  
 
We request that the following information is provided in your email: 
 

 Name of child/children  
 Class/Classes 

 Name of parent/carer (1)  

 Up-to-date contact number for parent/carer (1)  
 Evidence of employment - e.g. photo of ID card - for parent/carer (1)  

 Name of parent/carer (2) 

 Up-to-date contact number for parent/carer (2) 
 Evidence of employment - e.g. photo of ID card - for parent/carer (2) 

 Days that in-school provision is required 

 Please use the Subject heading ‘Critical worker place request’ when sending your email to help us to identify 
your request easily. 

 
If we do need to close to pupils, a confirmation email providing further details re: the school day and lunch-time 
arrangements, will be circulated to relevant critical worker parents/carers. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about pupils returning to school, please do not hesitate to contact us. Whilst I have 
to advocate that the best place for pupils is to be in class, I totally appreciate that some parents may be reluctant to send 
their children into school given the high rates of transmission. If this is the case, please talk to us. A reminder however, that 
no penalty notices will be served to parents who wish to keep their children at home. 

 
Should any further changes be required, we will communicate these with you as and when they arise.  

 
 

Kind Regards 
 
 
 

Fiona Shields - Headteacher 


